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Keep from their eye the harlot form of vice, 

Who fpread in every court their filken fhares, 

And charm but to betray. Betimes inflruét them, 
Superior rank demands fuperior worth. MALLET. 





He lov’d his people, deem’d them all his children. 
The good exalted, and deprefs’d the bad.——T nomson. 








HE following is a tranflation of No. 1967. of my Pekin Reflector. 

The applaufe it meets among the Literati of that capital. encou- 

rages me to prefent it to the Englith reader, although neceflarily diveft- 
ed of the Oriental beauties of the original. 


The virtues of the Sovereign, fays Confu-tfé, are ever the beft fafe- 
guard of the throne. Unhappy the Tyrant, who, detefted by his 
fubje€ts, furrounded by deceitful flatterers, lives in care and anxiety, 
the tool of courtiers: his dignity is a'load he cannot fupport. How 
happy, on the other hand, he, who with paternal love fways the fceptre. 
The fubje&ts found his praife, and obedience follows his wife decrees. 
What toils muft he go through, who would attain the virtues of a 
Monarch? ‘The diffipated, the corrupted Prince, brings ruin on his 
country, and on himfelf. An irritated people, tired of the infufferable 
yoke, direét the weight of their vengeance againft the caufe of the evil. 
The Monarch falls a prey to public refentment; and if the nation has 
not wifdom to form a government, they are left im anarchy and mifery, 
perhaps greater than that they were ftriving to avert. How wife the 
admonitions of our great philofopher, to thofe deftined to rule empires. 
The Chinefe annals afford abundant proofs of the dire confequences 
attending the neglect of his precepts. The following fragment from 
the hiftorian Kien-t/an, is not the leaft fiziking. 


“ Many acts of public juftice marked the reign of Kie-Chi the 


Good. His private conduct and domeftic virtues procured him the love 
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and reverence of his fubjeéts. He was at once the father, the legifla- 
‘tor, and the guardian of China. In the punifhment of Prince Tchon- 
Chi, he proved himfelf the worthy difciple of Confu-tfé. Triumphing 
over the ties of blood, he fuffered not affection for a corrupted fon 
to overcome his paternal love of the people. Liften, ye future gene- 
rations! Princes, remember the awful example! Emperors, learn to 
imitate Kie-Chi ! 

In his reign the jeweller Ni-ou-San, refpected for his honefty and 
integrity, once pofleffed of immenfe wealth, but now almoft deflitute 
of a livelihood, was, by command of the High Mandarin, brought be- 
fore the Supreme Court of the Empire, charged with a capital offence. 
Although linked by conjugal ties, and the father of a numerous pro- 
geny, he was accufed of keeping a concubine ;—a crime fo horrid the 
Chinefe law juftly punifhes with death. In vain did Ni-ou-San n proteft 
his innocence ; in vain did the woman implicated in the chargé declare 
the accufation falfe ; his wife, deaf to the voice of truth and honour, 
and bent on the deftru@tion of her hufband, adduced fuch feeming 
proofs, as brought conviction to the breafts of the judges, who unani- 
moufly doomed him to fuffer. ‘Though confcious of no guilt, he mur- 
mured not at the fentence ; but begged to be carried-into the prefence 
of the Emperor, having, he faid, to impart matter of fuch importance as 
to make the prolongation of his life for a few moments profitable to his 
country. 

The demand was granted. The good Kie-Chi never refufed to liften 
to the complaints of his fubjeéts. His juftice was ever ready to fave the 
innocent. Ni-ou-San was accordingly brought before the Emperor, 
and his Council of wife Mandarins. Proftrate, he thus addrefled the 
generous Monarch: “ Mighty Kie-Chi, father of thy people, guardian 
of China, protector of innocence, who holdeft impartially the fcale of 
juftice, liften to what I, the meaneft of thy fubjects, fhall deliver. The 
Supreme Tribunal has declared me a violator of the facred marriage 
vows. Proof was apparently againft me; and their fentence was dicta- 
ted by juftice; yet I am not guilty. But let my death ferve to preferve 
the excellent laws of the wifeft of legiflators. In vain would I oppofe 
confcious i innocence, to the evidence of difhoneft enemies. But what, 
Mighty King, are the crimes of which I am accufed? The vices of a 
pitiful wretch ever meet the contempt of his neighbours, the detefta- 

tion of fociety ; but when Royalty turns morals into ridicule, counter- 
acts the laws, and paves the way for the ruin of the country, the pro- 
fligate example fpreads the contagion, and corrupts the nation. See 
then, the heir of the empire, Prince Tchon-Chi; behold him rioting in all - 
the illicit pleafures; while a man, whofe induftry has fupported a nu- 
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merous family, and whofe honour never, till now, was called in que- 
ftion, is doomed to fuffer an ignominious death. It is well known, that 
after a youth of debauchery, in which twice thou haft paid his thameful 
debts, thou gaveft him a partner, expeéting that the firmeft ties of love 
would excite him to virtue ; yet has he ceafed to keep his feraglio? Does 
he not defpife, nay infult, the Princefs? Even when the tender infant 
in the arms of his mother, might remind him that he is a father,-he for- 
gets that he is a hufband. Is the Princefs Chica an undutiful wife, or 
a ctuel mother? Does her haughty conduct give rife to his negle&t of 
all the duties of matrimony? No; his brutal appetites lead him to de- 
bauchery with ftrumpets, wretches whofe allurements attract his vitia- 
ted inclination. His prefent miftrefs, the deteftable Yo-fi-y, with age 
has grown callous in vice, and now, more than ever, for the attrac- 
tions of fimplicity and love, fubftitutes the lafcivious arts of a wanton 
harlot. Such condué difgraces China; their Prince, plunged in {cenes 
of drunkennefs, and all forts of criminal diflipation, draws after him a 
crowd of unthinking youths, ftriving to imitate his condu@. How un- 
like the example of his father! Shall he fucceed the virtuous Kie-Chi; 
and debauchery and vice occupy the throne of China! So may the 
law ordain. But his crimes are not confined to drunkennefs and luft. 
His ambition is equally unbounded. Did he not fide with the turbu- 
lent and reftlefs oppofers of thy government? Have not his adhe- 
rents already threatened to difpoflefs our beloved Emperor, and to ufurp 
thy Imperial Throne? His father’s virtues dazzle him ; he cannot hear 
the public praifes of Kie-~Chi without repining. Anxious to fquander the 
Royal treafures, to infult the fubjects, to become the tyrant of China, he 
longs for the death of his father. Unhappy China, if ever he fills the 
throne! Honefty then flies hence; fathers, mothers, children, fall a 
prey to his monftrous pleafures. The Court of China becomes a den 
of corruption ; and the page of hiftory, when it records the virtues of 
Kie-Chi, fhall faithfully tranfmit the odious ations of his facceffor. 

If I am detected in falfehood, may thy Royal juftice inflict on me 
the moft cruel punifhments. .My family has been ruined by the mon- 
fter. My daughter remains a lafting blotonm my name. Her innocence, 
feduced by Royal fhow, has fallen a vidlim to his infidious artifices. 
Was it not enough to have ruined my fortune, by contracting debts, 
which his debaucheries made him unable to pay? Could he not leave 
me the laft confolation in my misfortunes, a virtuous daughter ?—Is the 
law which condemns delinquents to death filent? The whole nation 
proclaims thy fon the pet of fociety, the infamy of China. Judge, 


thou Mighty Kie-Chi "’ 








Ni-ou-San here ended his difcourfe. With an air of refignation and 
fatisfaction, he.waited the decifion of the wife Monarch. The cour- 


tiers often attenipted to interrupt him; but the inflexible rectitude of 
Kie-Chi 
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Kie-Chi forbade their officious interference. During the whole, he 
liftened with attention ; and the moment Ni-ou-San ftopped, he ordered 


the Prince into his prefence. There, before the whole Council, he que- 


ftioned him. The fhamelefs Tchong-Chi gloried in his crimes: When, 
in a firm tone, his father told him, that a dreadful punifhment awaited 
him, he exclaimed, with a frown of feorn, 1 AM A PRINCE! The 
Emperor, irritated at this anfwer, thus addrefled the Council, “ Beloved 
Counfellors, There fiands that miferable man, deftined to fuffer for his 
crimes. The impartial hand of Juftice, that hath condemned him, 
fhail hold its fway over all. Superior rank, inftead of being a protec- 
tion to guilt, aggravates its enormity. . I charge you asa father, who 
by the law of China has unlimited power over his fon; I charge you, 
as the Emperor, the common father of the people, to declare, whether 
this youth, whom I am afhamed to call my fon, deferves not to ex- 
piate with life his atrocious guilt. If fo, there fhall be no delay; 
China fhall fee that we have laws, and they fhall be obeyed.” All the 
Council acknowledged the Prince’s guilt; and the Emperor, whofe at- 
tachment to virtue was above all ties, pronounced the dreadful fentence, 
fo repugnant to the feelings of a father! The aflembly were feized 
with aftonifhment and awe, at the firmnefs of a decifion unmatched in 
the Chinefe annals. The accomplices of the guilt of Tchong-Chi feared 
to lofe their protector, and to be left at the mercy of the law. Thefe 
courtiers ftrived to fave their patron; but Kie-Chi remained inflexible, 
and fentence was on the point of being executed, when the wife of Ni- 
ou-San rufhed into the hall. Driven by remorfe. and a dread of the 
difcovery of her crimes, fhe threw herfelf at the feet of the Emperor— 
“ Merciful Kie-Chi,” fhe exclaims, “ before thee lies the greateft of 
wretches. In defiance of all laws, have I confpired againft the life of 
my hufband. Incited by Tchong-Chi, a difgrace to thy name, and 
by Sin-ho-aa, the minifter of his pleafures, I was inftrumental in the 
fedution of my daughter; and, in concert with them, by falfe accufa- 
tion, have brought upon Ni-ou-San an unjuft condemnation. They 
feared the detection of their guilt, and the determined refentment of my 
honeft hufband. Let me fuffer, Mighty Kie-Chi, for their complicated 
crimes; but fave, O! fave the innocent Ni-ou-San. My life even is not 
a fufficient atonement for the injuries I havedone him * * * * * 


Cetera defunt. 
: ——— Ee 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

In confequence of my notice in No. X. I have received numerous letters refpecting 
the fybje&ts defired to be difcuffed. I thall f6on lay before my Readers fome of the moft 
ftriking. 

Sold by G. Muniz ann Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; who receive Communica- 
tions for this Paper, poft paid, and addreffed to Mr Phantom. ‘The Guost may 





alfo be had of Cameron and Murpocs, Glafgow, and S. Mugray, Ruffel Court, 
London. 








